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provided by the Secretary and the Di-
rector.

(b) State Directors will provide qual-
ity control and supervisory review, in-
cluding plan approval, for plans and re-
lated environmental impact state-
ments and provide additional guidance,
as necessary, for use by Field Man-
agers. State Directors will file draft
and final environmental impact state-
ments associated with resource man-
agement plans and amendments.

(c) Field Managers will prepare re-
source management plans, amend-
ments, revisions and related environ-
mental impact statements. State Di-
rectors must approve these documents.

[48 FR 20368, May 5, 1983, as amended at 70
FR 14565, Mar. 23, 2005]

§1601.0-5 Definitions.

As used in this part, the term:

(a) Areas of Critical Environmental
Concern or ACEC means areas within
the public lands where special manage-
ment attention is required (when such
areas are developed or used or where no
development is required) to protect and
prevent irreparable damage to impor-
tant historic, cultural, or scenic val-
ues, fish and wildlife resources, or
other natural systems or processes, or
to protect life and safety from natural
hazards. The identification of a poten-
tial ACEC shall not, of itself, change or
prevent change of the management or
use of public lands.

(b) Conformity or conformance means
that a resource management action
shall be specifically provided for in the
plan, or if not specifically mentioned,
shall be clearly consistent with the
terms, conditions, and decisions of the
approved plan or plan amendment.

(c) Consistent means that the Bureau
of Land Management plans will adhere
to the terms, conditions, and decisions
of officially approved and adopted re-
source related plans, or in their ab-
sence, with policies and programs, sub-
ject to the qualifications in §1615.2 of
this title.

(d) Eligible cooperating agency means:

(1) A Federal agency other than a
lead agency that is qualified to partici-
pate in the development of environ-
mental impact statements as provided
in 40 CFR 1501.6 and 1508.5 or, as nec-
essary, other environmental documents
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that BLM prepares, by virtue of its ju-
risdiction by law as defined in 40 CFR
1508.15, or special expertise as defined
in 40 CFR 1508.26; or

(2) A federally recognized Indian
tribe, a state agency, or a local govern-
ment agency with similar qualifica-
tions.

(e) Cooperating agency means an eli-
gible governmental entity that has en-
tered into a written agreement with
the BLM establishing cooperating
agency status in the planning and
NEPA processes. BLM and the cooper-
ating agency will work together under
the terms of the agreement. Cooper-
ating agencies will participate in the
various steps of BLM’s planning proc-
ess as feasible, given the constraints of
their resources and expertise.

(f) Field Manager means a BLM em-
ployee with the title ‘““Field Manager”’
or ‘“‘District Manager.”’

(g) Guidance means any type of writ-
ten communication or instruction that
transmits objectives, goals, con-
straints, or any other direction that
helps the Field Managers and staff
know how to prepare a specific re-
source management plan.

(h) Local government means any polit-
ical subdivision of the State and any
general purpose unit of local govern-
ment with resource planning, resource
management, zoning, or land use regu-
lation authority.

(i) Multiple use means the manage-
ment of the public lands and their var-
ious resource values so that they are
utilized in the combination that will
best meet the present and future needs
of the American people; making the
most judicious use of the lands for
some or all of these resources or re-
lated services over areas large enough
to provide sufficient latitude for peri-
odic adjustments in use to conform to
changing needs and conditions; the use
of some lands for less than all of the re-
sources; a combination of balanced and
diverse resource uses that takes into
account the long term needs of future
generations for renewable and non-re-
newable resources, including, but not
limited to, recreation, range, timber,
minerals, watershed, wildlife and fish,
and natural scenic, scientific and his-
torical values; and harmonious and co-
ordinated management of the various
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resources without permanent impair-
ment of the productivity of the lands
and the quality of the environment
with consideration being given to the
relative values of the resources and not
necessarily to the combination of uses
that will give the greatest economic re-
turn or the greatest unit output.

(J) Officially approved and adopted re-
source related plans means plans, poli-
cies, programs and processes prepared
and approved pursuant to and in ac-
cordance with authorization provided
by Federal, State or local constitu-
tions, legislation, or charters which
have the force and effect of State law.

(k) Public means affected or inter-
ested individuals, including consumer
organizations, public land resource
users, corporations and other business
entities, environmental organizations
and other special interest groups and
officials of State, local, and Indian
tribal governments.

(I) Public lands means any lands or in-
terest in lands owned by the United
States and administered by the Sec-
retary of the Interior through the Bu-
reau of Land Management, except
lands located on the Outer Continental
Shelf and lands held for the benefit of
Indians, Aleuts and Eskimos.

(m) Resource area or field office means
a geographic portion of a Bureau of
Land Management district. It is the ad-
ministrative subdivision whose man-
ager has primary responsibility for
day-to-day resource management ac-
tivities and resource use allocations
and is, in most instances, the area for
which resource management plans are
prepared and maintained.

(n) Resource management plan means a
land use plan as described by the Fed-
eral Land Policy and Management Act.
The resource management plan gen-
erally establishes in a written docu-
ment:

(1) Land areas for limited, restricted
or exclusive use; designation, including
ACEC designation; and transfer from
Bureau of Land Management Adminis-
tration;

(2) Allowable resource uses (either
singly or in combination) and related
levels of production or use to be main-
tained;

(3) Resource condition goals and ob-
jectives to be attained;
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(4) Program constraints and general
management practices needed to
achieve the above items;

(5) Need for an area to be covered by
more detailed and specific plans;

(6) Support action, including such
measures as resource protection, access
development, realty action, cadastral
survey, etc., as necessary to achieve
the above;

(7) General implementation se-
quences, where carrying out a planned
action is dependent upon prior accom-
plishment of another planned action;
and

(8) Intervals and standards for moni-
toring and evaluating the plan to de-
termine the effectiveness of the plan
and the need for amendment or revi-
sion.

It is not a final implementation deci-
sion on actions which require further
specific plans, process steps, or deci-
sions under specific provisions of law
and regulations.

[48 FR 20368, May 5, 1983, as amended at 70
FR 14565, 14567, Mar. 23, 2005]

§1601.0-6 Environmental impact state-
ment policy.

Approval of a resource management
plan is considered a major Federal ac-
tion significantly affecting the quality
of the human environment. The envi-
ronmental analysis of alternatives and
the proposed plan shall be accom-
plished as part of the resource manage-
ment planning process and, wherever
possible, the proposed plan and related
environmental impact statement shall
be published in a single document.

§1601.0-7 Scope.

(&) These regulations apply to all
public lands.

(b) These regulations also govern the
preparation of resource management
plans when the only public land inter-
est is the mineral estate.

§1601.0-8 Principles.

The development, approval, mainte-
nance, amendment and revision of re-
source management plans will provide
for public involvement and shall be
consistent with the principles de-
scribed in section 202 of the Federal
Land Policy and Management Act of
1976. Additionally, the impact on local



